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Crime Update – A Perfect Storm 
The transition from Level 4 to Level 3 has been accompanied by a significant increase in crime 
in the Green Point area. Particularly worrying is the increase in common robbery and 
aggravated robbery.  

At the beginning of June, a male was assaulted, beaten and robbed of his wallet, phone and 
clothes during the night. The incident is believed to have happened on Main Road. Two weeks 
later a woman was robbed of her phone on Wigtown Road and another woman was attacked 
and stabbed in St. George’s Road (fortunately she was not seriously injured, and the suspect 
was caught and arrested.) More recently what we believe was a homeless person was 
attacked on Main Road. 

There have been reports of break-ins, several attempted break-ins and numerous thefts out 
of motor vehicles (TOoMV) during the past month. 

While we anticipated an increase in crime, it appears that it is happening sooner and quicker 
than expected.  

The increase in criminal activity in the area has been exacerbated by several other factors 
that, combined, have created a “Perfect Storm.”  

At the beginning of lockdown Colonel Engelbrecht, head of visible policing at Sea Point SAPS, 
and several of his senior staff were seconded to Langa. In addition, SAPS’ annual leave cycle 
ends at the end of June, and all SAPS personnel have to take their accrued leave before then.  

Further, members of SAPS Sea Point were exposed to COVID and had to self-isolate, resulting 
in the station being significantly understaffed at a critical time. All of this impacted SAPS’ 
ability to respond effectively to some of the reported incidents.  

Finally, due to vehicle breakdowns SAPS Sea Point is, we understand, down to only one 
working patrol vehicle; it is incomprehensible how station management allowed matters to 
deteriorate to this level. 
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Fortunately, Avenue Response stepped into the breach and responded to a number of 
incidents when SAPS was not available. If it were not for them then we would have been in 
dire straits. 

The situation is unacceptable and we shared our concerns about the poor response from SAPS 
with Heather Tager, the Chair of the Community Policing Forum (CPF.) She and Jacques 
Weber, CEO of the Sea Point CID, subsequently met with Major-General Mpumelelo Manci 
and members of the SAPS Provincial Management Team to discuss these and other issues. 
They received a commitment from the Major-General that these issues would be addressed.  

The GPNW will follow-up with Colonel Engelbrecht when he is back at the beginning of July 
to determine how he plans on addressing the lack of visible policing in the area.  

In the meantime, we need to increase the number of members who are proactively reporting 
crime on the GPNW Radio Network, if you are a radio holder, or on the GPNW Crime & 
Emergency WhatsApp alert group. The more engaged members we have, the stronger we are 
together!  

GPNW Membership 
Constitutionally we cannot require members to pay the voluntary annual membership fee, 
and we are very grateful for the record number of members who have stepped forward and 
supported the GPNW this year. Your support has allowed us to pay for the Buzzer Community 
Safety app to be deployed and supported in the area.  

Buzzer costs the GPNW R2,700 per month in licensing fees, and your support has allowed us 
to “unlock” the suburb, and to license the control room module that Avenue Response will 
use from 1st July to monitor all reported incidents (a big THANK YOU to Avenue Response for 
agreeing to monitor Buzzer on our behalf.) 

But to be truly effective the GPNW needs to be bigger. The more people who join the GPNW 
and the more people who become actively engaged in reporting crime and suspicious activity 
as radio holders or on the Crime & Emergency alert group, the safer we will all be. 

So, I want to challenge you, our members, to reach out to your neighbours and friends in the 
area and encourage them join the GPNW. If each of you persuade just one other person to 
join, then the GPNW would be twice as big and twice as strong! 

Buzzer Update 
Buzzer allows users to seek urgent help, and to report suspicious activity and other incidents 
directly from their phone. Avenue Response will be actively monitoring the incidents reported 
and will send one of their vehicles to assist (unless they are all busy responding to client 
callouts) or call for SAPS, Law Enforcement, the fire brigade or an ambulance, depending on 
the type of incident reported. 

Please don’t use the SOS button to report suspicious activity; use it only if you or your 
property is in immediate danger. 

Only 87 of our members have downloaded and installed the Buzzer app on their phones. We 
encourage ALL members to do so. 
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Reporting Suspicious Activity 
Your reports of suspicious activity in the area are vital to help make Green Point safer. It is 
important, however, to provide as much information as possible that can help others 
identify the person(s) involved.  

Reports such as “suspicious male moving on” or “just saw two guys run down the road” do 
not provide any information that would allow others to identify the persons if they saw 
them. Please provide as much descriptive information as possible including race, skin tone, 
approximate height, build, hair length and/or hairstyle, and as many details as possible 
about what the person is wearing. 

The diagram below shows some of the things that you might want to describe, including 
head gear (if any) colour, type of jacket, shirt and/or pants, distinctive jewelry etc.  

Remember, the more information you can provide, the greater the likelihood that SAPS, 
armed response or other residents will be able to recognize them when spotted. 

  

 

It is generally true that a person is suspicious not based on their looks but based on their 
actions or behaviour. It is important to also report what suspicious activity the person was 
observed doing when reporting a suspicious person or persons.  

Further, if you can provide any information about the direction the person is headed that will 
further increase the likelihood either that someone else will spot them and/or that they can 
be stopped and questioned. 

Zone Patrols 
One of the strategic initiatives that GPNW EXCO identified for this year was the resumption 
of patrols. The COVID lockdown forced us to put these plans on hold, but with the lifting of 
restrictions the time has come to launch patrols in the area. 

We believe that people care most about their immediate neighbourhood and will be most 
motivated to ensure the safety of their immediate surroundings. We also believe that in order 
to effectively patrol an area on a regular basis that you need a critical mass of volunteers. 
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With that in mind, we have divided the area into five zones that align with the way in which 
SAPS has sub-divided our Sector.  

The five zones are Green Point between High Level Road and Main Road from Boundary Road 
to Cavalcade/York Road, Green Point between High Level Road and Main Road from Varney’s 
Road to Clyde Road, Green Point/Three Anchor Bay between High Level Road and Main Road 
from Clydebank Road to Glengariff Road, Green Point from High Level Road and above and 
Mouille Point and the sporting precinct: 

 

We are looking for one or two GPNW members in each zone to volunteer as Zone 
Coordinators. These members need to have been fingerprinted and gone through police 
clearance. They will be responsible for coordinating patrols, basically letting GPNW EXCO and 
SAPS know when members will be out on patrol in their zone. 

We are also looking for radio holders and other members to volunteer to go out on patrol; 
each patrol must include at least one radio holder so that any suspicious activity can be called 
in to the control room and/or SAPS.  

Members who go out need to have completed an orientation session and must always follow 
the GPNW Patrol Guidelines.  

Until the GPNW can complete the registration process with the Western Cape Government, 
patrollers will only be able to act as observers; they will not be able to stop or interrogate any 
suspicious person that they come across. 

If you are interested in volunteering either as a Zone Coordinator or as a Patroller, please 
email office@greenpointwatch.co.za with your details and ZONE PATROLS in the subject line. 
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Personal Safety 
We have been asked whether it is legal to use pepper spray to defend yourself from an 
attacker. Buying and using pepper spray is a legal form of self-defense, however if you cause 
intentional harm to someone who does not pose an immediate danger or threat to you or 
someone around you, then you almost certainly will be charged with assault. 

That said, pepper spray is a very effective tool to protect yourself against an attacker; 
oleoresin capsicum spray or O.C. spray is an inflammatory that not only causes pain but also 
causes inflammation of the mucous membranes around the face, making it difficult and 
painful to breathe or open the eyes. 

There are two important factors to consider when choosing a pepper spray to carry as 
protection: 

• Spray Pattern & Range: Some pepper sprays shoot streams, which provide a longer 
range and allow you to target your attacker.  However, streams aren’t generally 
inhaled, which takes away a large part of the spray’s defensive capabilities. 

A spray or mist is more easily inhaled, but it has a shorter range than other patterns. 
It also doesn’t allow targeting, which means there is some risk of hitting people other 
than your attacker, including yourself and those coming to your aid. 

The last spray pattern is foam. Foam is the least likely to hit an unintended target, but 
it has a shorter range than streams and has the same issue in regards in inhalation.  It 
also is slow to take effect. 

In general, the foam is the least recommended spray pattern.  For most people, the 
spray or mist is the most practical, but those with respiratory issues may want to go 
with a foam to avoid the risk of inhalation. 

• Size: The keychain pepper sprays commonly used usually hold less than 30 ml of 
pepper spray.  This is only enough for a few seconds of spray, and they typically only 
have a range of about a meter.  

The most commonly recommended sizes are 30-60 ml canisters.  They can spray for 
about 30 seconds and usually have a range of up to five meters. 

Anything larger is not practical to carry on your person but could be a good option for 
defense in the home. 

A spray with a mist pattern is best if you don’t have time to aim accurately and you want the 
quickest result, but the range will be less and there is a greater risk that you will get or other 
innocent bystander will end up being effected by the spray. A stream pattern will have a 
longer range and is less likely to harm anyone else, but your aim you spray into the attacker’s 
eyes. A foam spray is recommended for people with asthma or other breathing disorders, but 
it is the least effective option. 

Some pepper sprays come with additional features such as built-in LED lights to disorient a 
nighttime attacker, and/or loud alarms that go off when the device is used.  
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We are also aware of one device (the Plegium® Smart Pepper Spray) that will send a map of 
your location to your emergency contacts when you use the device in conjunction with your 
smart phone. 

Always be aware of your surroundings when you use pepper spray so that you don’t 
unintentionally spray yourself or an innocent person.  

Also make sure that you know how to use the particular brand and model of pepper 
spray that you plan using; practice using it in different conditions (indoor and outdoor, 
with and without wind) so that you know how the trigger mechanism works and are 
familiar with your device’s range and spray pattern.  

If you do use your pepper spray, then please remember to rinse the nozzle afterwards 
so that it does not clog. 

Pepper sprays typically have a two-year shelf life, after which the potency starts to 
diminish; always make sure that your device has not exceeded its shelf life. 

And finally remember that you may not have time to retrieve your pepper spray from your 
pocket or a bag so you might want a model that you can comfortably carry in the palm of your 
hand. 

 

 


