
 

May 2020 Newsletter 
1. Crime During & After Lockdown 
2. Tip For Staying Safe 

Crime During & After Lockdown 
The lockdown has had a positive impact on crime in South Africa, and although there have 
been some persistent trouble spots (Main Road from Upper Portswood Road to Wessels 
Road for example,) we can assume that it had a similar effect in Green Point.  

Minister of Police Bheki Cele announced that the most serious crimes (murder, rape, assault 
with grievous bodily harm, carjacking and business and residential robbery) decreased by 
between 71% and 85% nationally compared to the same period last year. Similarly, between 
the period March 27 and April 15 only 35 incidents of crime were reported in Cape Town’s 
CBD, compared with 151 incidents during the same period last year, a 77% reduction.  

We have seen similar reports from other areas; Stellenbosch Watch, a non-profit 
community patrol company, has reported that where they were responding to an average 
of 15 incidents a day before the lockdown, they are only getting a couple of calls a day after 
lockdown. CAP Security in Gauteng has also reported seeing similar reductions in the 
incidents of crime being reported during lockdown. 

The GPNW have reached out to SAPS, Avenue Response and ADT to find out what they have 
observed here in Green Point as far as reported incidents are concerned, but regrettably 
none of them have responded. Other local security sources have confirmed that there has 
been a significant decline in crime in the area but did not want to provide numbers. 

We believe that there are several reasons for this decline: 

• Potential victims are not moving about as frequently, making sourcing of targets by 
criminals more difficult.  

• Homes are occupied most of the day, reducing opportunistic theft from residences 
because of an increased risk of detection – this is especially true of homes with 
younger children moving about from room to room. 

• Low traffic volumes, both vehicle traffic which allows security companies and SAPS 
to respond quicker to suspicious traffic, and pedestrians traffic which makes it easier 
to spot suspects on the street. 

• There are likely fewer transients roaming around the community looking for homes 
or cars to target – note we ARE aware that there are still transients in the area but 
we do believe there are fewer than pre-lockdown. 
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As we transition from Level 5 to Level 4, we expect that crime will continue to be lower than 
normal, but for how long this will depend on a number of factors: 

1. What will happen with the homeless? Approximately 200 homeless people have 
been removed from Green Point and Sea Point and taken to the Strandfontein 
shelter. Unfortunately, there has been an influx of street people who appear to be 
new to the area; many of them are camped out on Granger Boulevard near the 
traffic circle. 

They do appear to be a more aggressive lot compared to most of the street people 
we were used to seeing in the area. This may have more due to their appearances 
after 5 weeks of lockdown than with their actual behaviour, but we advise all 
residents to exercise caution when they are around. 

The bigger question is what will happen to the homeless that were removed from 
the area? The City has successfully reunited 140 of the 2,500 homeless in 
Strandfontein with their families, and a further 780 do not want to leave the 
Strandfontein facility. Hopefully they can also, over time, be reintegrated into 
society. Approximately 1,600 of the homeless have, however, left Strandfontein and 
some number of these will probably return to the Atlantic Seaboard. 

This means that there is a good chance that we will end up with more homeless than 
before lockdown. Whether this will start happening during Level 4 or only once we 
reach Level 3 is not known. We do believe it is inevitable that the number of 
homeless will increase. 

2. What will happen to the economy and unemployment? The lockdown has had a 
devastating effect on most of the World’s economies, not least our own. It is 
probable that the South African economy will contract by 10-20% this year, that 
unemployment will increase dramatically, probably to 50% or more. This will 
inevitably lead to an increase in unemployed and underemployed individuals who 
will either end up homeless or will look for other means to survive. 

Some number of these people will inevitably resort to opportunistic crime, while 
some will gravitate towards crime as a primary source of income. We believe that 
the depth and length of the economic downturn will determine how many gravitate 
towards each of these groups. If the downturn is perceived as being reasonably 
short, then it is likely that most of the newly unemployed will turn to opportunistic 
crime to survive.  

If the economic downturn is perceived as long term, then a larger number will likely 
turn to crime as their primary source of income. 

3. The level of curfew enforcement: It has been easier for SAPS to remove homeless 
people from the street, but this is hampered by a lack of places for them to be taken; 
the shelters are full and to the best of our knowledge the City of Cape Town is not in 
the process opening any further facilities to house the homeless. The Level 4 
regulations have added clarity to whether people are allowed be out and about after 
dark; there is now a clearly defined curfew. If the police rigorously enforce the 
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curfew, then there is reason to believe that crime will continue to stay low during 
Level 4. 

4. The release of prisoners: On Friday the Government announced that it will be 
releasing 19,000 “low-risk” inmates from jail. The prisoners will be released on 
parole rather than have their sentences remitted.  

It is difficult to speculate where any released inmates might end up; many will no 
doubt return to their home communities, but some might not feel it safe to do so 
and end up elsewhere. It is possible that some released prisoners could end up on 
the streets of the Atlantic Seaboard. If this were to happen, then there probably 
would be an increase in crime as a result. 

Based on this we believe that crime will continue to remain below pre-lockdown levels for 
the first month or two post Level 5 and will then start increasing.  

We expect to see an increase in theft out of motor vehicles, opportunistic burglaries, and 
street robberies at first, with a subsequent increase in theft of motor vehicles, planned 
burglaries and residential robberies. It is likely that theft and robberies will increase to levels 
higher than before the lockdown. 

We urge residents to continue to be vigilant, to ensure that their homes are as secure as 
possible and to adopt behaviors and practices that will reduce the risk of their becoming a 
victim of crime. 

Tips For Staying Safe 
To prepare for a potential increase in residential burglary we would encourage residents to do a 
thorough assessment of their homes from the perspective of a would be criminal: if I were to try and 
break in how easy would it be and how would I do it? 

If you are going to try and think like a criminal, you need to be aware that there are different types 
of burglars, and that they act on different impulses: 

• Opportunity Burglars look for targets that are easy and present low risk. They will not 
deliberate much before deciding to enter your property; they see an opportunity and make 
a split-second decision to exploit the perceived weakness. 

• Smash Burglars are more desperate and are willing to take greater risks compared to 
opportunity burglars. They are frequently substance abusers and are looking for items that 
can easily be sold for cash. As the name implies, they will exploit a perceived weakness to 
forcibly enter the premises and will typically not spend much time inside your residence. 

• Prowler Burglars are more professional than a smasher or opportunity thief and will 
typically have connections to dispose of a wider range of stolen goods. They will put more 
scrutiny and planning into a burglary, sometimes relying on inside information. They will 
typically spend anywhere from 30 minutes to a couple of days studying the habits and 
schedule of you and your family and are very thorough during a break-in. 

The challenge is to study your home from the perspective of each of these types of burglar 
and try and assess how easy it would be for them to enter your residence and steal 
something (you may want to recruit a trusted neighbour who might identify weaknesses 
you miss.).  
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How easy is it to gain access to the property? What security measures are in place? How 
easy would it be to thwart or circumvent these measures? Are people at home and what are 
they doing? Can I safely scout the home once inside the property? Are the neighbours or 
passers-by likely to spot me once I’m inside the property? How will I make my getaway? 

Don’t assume that any of your security systems are foolproof. An experienced thief has 
probably encountered a similar system before and knows how to work around it (for 
example a rubber car mat might allow a determined burglar to climb over an electrified 
fence.) But while no one measure is foolproof, multiple different security systems can act as 
enough of a deterrent to a determined thief. 

Here are some considerations and tips: 

• Burglars are more often deterred by perimeter alarms than burglar alarms installed 
on windows or doors; multiple layers of alarms, while more expensive, are the most 
effective. 

• The batteries used as a backup power source for alarm have a limited life, so check 
them regularly to ensure that they can power your system during load-shedding or 
other power outages. 

• High perimeter walls are a two-edged sword; they make it more difficult for a 
potential burglar to see into your property but make it difficult or impossible for 
passers-by to see him once he has gained access. 

• If you have an electrified fence, make sure that it still works during load-shedding or 
other outages; make sure a burglar can’t drain the backup power supply by shorting 
the system. 

• Bushes and large shrubs, especially those close to your house, can be used to 
conceal an intruder once he has gained access to your property, allowing more time 
to scout your home. 

• Strategically place bright lights with motion detectors in your yard; place sensors at 
the corners so that the lights are activated when someone approaches. Solar 
powered lights are very effective as they don’t need to be connected to an outside 
power outlet. 

• Many burglaries occur between 19:00 and 24:00 while you are awake and potentially 
distracted watching TV or working on a computer. Keep curtains drawn so that a 
burglar cannot see inside your home at night. 

• Blinds are more effective than curtains; trying to open a blind makes more noise 
than opening a curtain. 

• Check your sash windows, especially older ones; many do no go all the way up or all 
the way down making it impossible to latch the window. 

• Consider installing a doorbell with a built-in video camera that alerts you when 
someone approaches your entrance. 

• Make sure you check the background of anyone working in your home – perform 
reference checks and ask for (and keep) copies of their ID. 
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• When setting an alarm, always check that it is currently unarmed – someone else 
may have set it without your knowledge. 

• Always lock the interior door from you garage into your home (if you have one) so 
that a burglar cannot gain easy entry to your home if they do gain entry to your 
garage. 

Let’s make sure that we are all as prepared as we reasonably can be for any increase in both 
opportunistic and targeted break-ins when these crimes start becoming a larger threat. 

We will revisit some of these issues in more depth in later newsletters! 


